Writing Assignment 4
What motivated the anti-immigrant backlash known as the "Nativist Reaction"? Consider the social climate of the time; cite appropriate legislation and specific nationalities that were the target of the Nativist Movement.
The Nativist Reaction was a product of the social/cultural ignorance, community protectivism, racism, religious bias and hatred of job/labor competition. In the early part of the 20th century Americans had been trying slowly to tolerate one another’s differences. The differences between the protestant sects were small as were the physical appearance of all Western European immigrants. These groups went through a many growing pains to tolerate one another. After the civil war (freeing of slaves) and then later in the early 20th century there was an influx of “new” immigrants (Olsen & Beal pg. 180). White Protestant Americans suddenly had to deal with a whole new set of ethnic minority groups. These immigrants were very different from the rest of the American populace, Italians, Eastern European Jews etc. in appearance, religion and culture. This made “Nativist” Americans react negatively.
	Since the Publication of Charles Darwin’s On the Origins of Species, some Scientists have tried to use this theory of evolution to justify their racist views concerning other ethnic groups. These scientists imagined that Western European skin color, dominance of certain technologies, land possession were indicators of genetic, cultural and social superiority (Olsen & Beal pg.187). Later in 1907 Congress issued the Dillingham Commission which stated that the new immigrants were “unskilled, illiterate, and transient males traveling without families”.  Many Americans blindly believed this information even though it was biased and taken out of context.   
	The Nativist Reaction caused many worker parties and unions to push for immigration restrictions. One of the first restrictive legislations was the Chinese Exclusion Act 1882 which was directly prohibited Chinese immigration in order to protect white jobs (Olsen & Beal pg. 91). Several more were passed in 1882, 1885, 189,1901 and 1903 to prohibit the entry of “undesirable” immigrants such as insane people, people with infectious diseases, anarchists, epileptics, polygamists, anarchists, beggars and so on (Olsen & Beal pg. 189).  But the main legislation that brought the immigration wave to a screeching halt was the National Origins Act of 1921, 1924 and 1929 (Class notes pg. 13). These acts restricted the number of immigrants in to the U.S. to 2-3 percent of the resident respective ethnic group population (Olsen & Beal pg. 189). This legislation restricted the number of total immigrants granted entry into the U.S. to 150,000 per year. However this Act did not restrict the number of Western hemisphere immigrants (white Protestant Europeans) entry to the U.S. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Economic hardship was another reason that Nativists persecuted new immigrants. The depression of 1893, competition for jobs and overall hard economic times led many whites to feel that the new immigrants were the sources of these troubles (Olsen & Beal pg. 186). Often immigrant groups would have to pool together and monopolize a field of work to be able to have security. Jews had extreme difficulties find employment in large corportations and journalism due to Anti-Semitic attitudes which had spike from the 1880s to the 1930s. (everyculture.com: Jewishamericans: stereotypes, anti-Semitism, discrimination). 
 Failure or refusal to “Americanize” was a factor that caused white resentment of new immigrants. Many new immigrants were coming from staunch orthodox religious back grounds such as the Ashkenazi Jews, or Catholic Italians, who preferred to retain their culture, language and customs. In order to retain their language and cultures many immigrants sent their children to Parochial schools. This was seen as a slap in the face to white Protestants who wanted to white wash old world cultures through public education. Many states combatted parochial schools by withdrawing state funding for private schools as New York in 1841, Illinois 1870, Pennsylvania 1873 and Colorado 1875 (Olsen & Beal pg. 181). 
There were many factors that created the Nativist Reaction but they all boil down to a simple lack of tolerance and understanding of other cultures and people.  
