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What was the most defining act of marginalization directed at the Chinese? Explain how this act was more effective and discriminatory in a comparative manner to at least 3 other acts.

One of the first Acts of discrimination was the Naturalization Act of 1790 which excluded all nonwhite immigrants from becoming citizens. This law was not originally directed at the Chinese but toward Blacks (free and slaves); Indians and indentured servant but later included Chinese as nonwhite immigrants excluded from citizenship eligibility. Even after the 14th amendment granted citizenship to all native born individuals of immigrant parents in 1868 the Supreme Court didn’t uphold it officially for the Chinese until the Case of United States vs. Wong Kim Ark in 1898 (Notes packet: Pg. 9)
The defining act of marginalization against the Chinese was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. This Act was the first law adopted by the U.S. that specifically discriminated against one particular ethnic group, the Chinese (everyculture.com: multiculturalamerica: Chinese: history of Chinese immigration).   This act was the foundation for all other legislative discrimination against the Chinese. After Chinese labor was no longer needed to build railroads, work in mines etc. Chinese labor flooded the markets. If any whites were without work the Chinese were the scapegoats. Discrimination against the Chinese increased which initiated the creation of the Exclusion Act (everyculture.com: multiculturalamerica: Chinese: history of Chinese immigration).  This Act effectively banned new Chinese immigration to the U.S. The white Protestant majority wanted the benefits of Chinese labor but didn’t want to risk  of a Chinese political machine taking power away from the whites (everyculture.com: multiculturalamerica: Chinese: acculturation and assimilation). Governor John Bigler of California suggested that the Chinese were unable to assimilate into white protestant society and therefore were ineligible for citizenship. Later the Supreme Court ruled against admitting Chinese testimony in court because it would suggest they had rights like any other citizen (Olsen & Beal Pg. 60)(Notes packet: Pg. 9). This Act effectively barred all Chinese immigrants from gaining citizenship, being able to vote, receiving proper legal protection from police and other entities (everyculture.com: multiculturalamerica: Chinese: history of Chinese immigration). After the Exclusion Act was enforced almost 80% of Chinese immigrants lived   in China towns where Chinese communities were well established. These sanctuaries to Chinese immigrants were ignored by main stream society until after WWII when mainstream culture was more open to ethnic diversity (everyculture.com: multiculturalamerica: Chinese: settlement patterns).
Other legislation used the Exclusion act as a springboard to further discriminate against the Chinese, such as the Page Act of 1875 which barred “undesirable immigrants” from entering the U.S. such as forced labor, prostitutes, or criminal prisoner laborers (Wikipedia: Page Act 1875). This legislation was passed not to protect Chinese women from human trafficking or to keep Chinese communities safe from crime but to “protect” white men from losing jobs to Chinese men and losing their morality to Chinese prostitutes (Wikipedia: Page Act 1875: factors that influenced the creation of the Page Act).  This act was so transparently biased against Chinese laborers for the simple fact that prostitution was a common practice among white western communities at that time. 
The Immigration Act of 1924 attempted to further restrict how many Chinese could enter the country to 2% of the existing Chinese population already residing in the U.S. (Wikipedia: Immigration Act 1924).This Act aimed to "to preserve the ideal of American homogeneity" according to the Department of State. This Act was a blatantly non-white discriminatory legislation which wasn’t repealed until 1965 (Wikipedia: Immigration Act 1924). In 1855 California legislature passed a $50 tax on each Chinese immigrant in order to discourage Chinese entrance (Olsen &Beal Pg. 91). 
All of the above stated legislations were designed with one purpose, to keep non- white Protestant minority groups (mainly Chinese) out of power, without citizenship and in low numbers. The Chinese suffered greatly from these Acts and did not gain proper equal rights until later in the 20th century.  
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