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 	Businesses and economic decisions have an incalculable impact on every society in the world. Businesses and economic decisions can produce the goods and services needed for happy and contented societies or contrarily, the lack of business (or good businesses) and economic decisions can bring calamity on individuals and whole societies. 
	Ever since human kind changed from a hunter gatherer subsistence society and moved toward agrarian and mercantile societies, business and economic decisions have played a key role in society. Business and society have a symbiotic relationship that sustain and provide for each other. All of our basic needs for survival, food, clothing and shelter are provided by businesses. After these needs are met, individual wants can be met according to access to resources. Businesses have a direct effect on individual lives to enhance income and living standards or to harm and abuse us. At the turn of the century the industrial revolution was a mixture of technological and economic progress coupled with labor abuses (Montagna). The economic decisions made by business owners during this era were concerned only with profits and furthering their trade. The employee’s life, safety and wellbeing were not important to their employer and did not have to allot resources to the protection of the laborer’s life and limb. Often these laborers were worked obscenely long hours with meagre wages. This situation had a negative impact on the living standards and happiness of the general populace but was very beneficial to the economy with the increase of production due to factories. (Montagna)
	As the industrial revolution continued, factory workers united together to fight for fair work hours, safer work conditions and fair wages (Montagna). Businesses negative effects on society necessitated society’s response with labor unions to protect themselves. The symbiotic relationship between society and business is a balance between each side trying to take advantage over the other. 
	Unfortunately, society and the economy can fail each other at the same time and create a perfect storm of calamity and disaster. In 1929, the great depression happened because of a combination of society’s greedy folly and environmental disaster (Rosenberg, http://history1900s.about.com/od/1930s/p/greatdepression.htm). The great depression was a disaster caused by several of society’s ignorant mistakes. The first was farmers over grazing their lands, followed by a drought which caused the great dust bowl. This crop failure was a major blow to the nation’s food production. The second error contributing to the depression was the stock market crash in 1929. (Rosenberg, http://history1900s.about.com/od/1920s/a/stockcrash1929.htm). This stock market crash was caused by unethical and dangerous investment speculations followed by successive runs on banks which depleted liquid assets. The great depression caused incalculable suffering and hardship for more than a decade. 
	China suffered an even more sever disaster from 1958-1962 when their economic system was turned on its head. After gaining power and making china a communist state, Mao Zi Dong tried to take traditional Chinese economic and agricultural ideas and reinvent them calling it the Great Leap Forward (Dikotter). This attempt to change their economy eradicated all private businesses and changed traditional farming techniques. This drastic change of business and agriculture caused major crop failures and industrial production losses. This enormous economic blunder caused a famine that killed 45 million Chinese (Dikotter). These horrible manmade disasters could have been avoided if age old Confucian business principles had been adhered to (Boardman). 
	The Enron scandal of 2002 or the melamine baby formula poisonings of 2008 are more modern examples of the disasters that can occur when businesses make decisions without regard for the good of society. Enron lied about profits and concealed debts which later forced the company into chapter 11 bankruptcy (BBC). Enron’s failure caused 21,000 employees to go jobless as well as all of the stock holders to incur huge losses.  The melamine baby formula poisonings were a result of Chinese business men trying to cut corners and increase profits by placing harmful chemicals into baby formula. The melamine would give babies the sensation of being full but caused major kidney failure and liver damage. The result was the death of 13 infants, 53,000 hospitalized and 300,000 affected (wikipedia-melamine).  

Of course, not all interaction between business and society is negative. The relationship between business and society is more often a healthy and productive one. Modern society is what it is today because of inventions produced by businesses that make life easier, more efficient and enjoyable. 
	The historical disasters noted previously were all ultimately remedied by good sound business decisions. The great depression, contrary to most Americans understanding, was not pulled out of the depression with the start of WWII. In fact, war spending raised the National Debt from $49 billion in 1941 to almost $260 billion in 1945 (Folsom). The real remedy for the economic stagnation were tax cuts, promotion of entrepreneurial ventures, free markets and balanced budgets (Folsom).  Similarly, the cure to China’s economic ailments was the eventual relaxing of anti-capitalist policies and a return to semi-Confucian economics (Wong). 
	Society’s wants are the driving force for businesses to create better products. Our lives in this day and age would be unimaginable without cars, air conditioning, modern medicine, computers internet and fast food. Yes, even our health and wellbeing is dependent on businesses like insurance companies, medical businesses, drug companies and medical technology research companies. All of these businesses keep our society healthy and happy. 
	Businesses are also changing the way society communicates with work, friends and even families. Since the information age explosion our ability to communicate with anyone anywhere has grown exponentially. Before the early 90’s, everyone usually had to find a land line phone to call a friend or use what we now call “snail mail” to communicate with someone.  Now with the invention of the internet and wireless devices we can send an email to someone on the other side of the world in seconds. We can make Skype phone calls for free to someone in Beijing or text grocery lists to spouses through cell phones. 
Internet businesses have also helped to educate the world. Countless websites exist to educate and inform for free; like Wikipedia. The convenience of the internet has even made attending college more manageable for working adults. There are some businesses that offer free college courses online to help enhance the world’s education like Coursera.org, freeworldu.org and openculture.com. Society’s wants are the backbone of business. When a need arises, business steps up and offers a solution. 



Sometimes business can even have positive effects on society without the prerequisite of making a profit. Wealthy business owners see the benefit of benevolently helping society with their riches. Philanthropy has had amazing impacts on society through charitably donations. Bill Gates has contributed millions of dollars to help promote education worldwide, provide medical services to developing nations, continue critical medical research and assist developing nations improve agriculture (Gates). 
As our modern society continually grows and develops new technologies our dependence on businesses grows exponentially. Likewise, business is eternally dependent to fill the needs of society. If society and individuals plan to be healthy and happy with all their needs met; businesses must find the happy medium between profit and the good of society. Society will have to be ever watchful to protect itself from labor abuses and dangerous or defective products. As long as a balance is maintained, businesses impact on society will always be positive. When business or society strays from these norms, disaster ensues.
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